SANDUSKY COUNTY 4-H

2026 Volunteer Update

Hello 4-H Volunteers!

It's once again time to start planning for another 4-H year and we hope you will be joining us again in 2026.
We know this is a busy season for many with holiday celebrations and extra time with friends and family, but
with January just around the corner we also know many of you are looking for training dates and other

details.

This packet includes information about:

» Volunteer Training Requirements & Options
* 2026 Important Dates

Livestock QA Update / Training

* Club Finance Reports and Audits

New Volunteers

New 4-H Livestock Judging Team

THANK YOU
4-H VOLUNTEERS!
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Volunteer Training Requirements

Ohio 4-H requires all volunteers to complete
training every year. This training covers state and
county updates, Youth Activities and Program
training, and at least one other topic related to
their role. (New volunteers have additional
training requirements)

Training is expected to be done in-person
whenever possible. However, we do offer an
online training option to accommodate
schedules, illnesses, etc.

Beginning in 2026, volunteers need to complete
their training in-person at least once every
three years. Other years may be completed
online if needed, as long as at least one person
from each club attends the Club Update in
person.

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
EXTENSION

We Appreciate You!
Club Volunteer Training
Jan 29 -6:30pm @ OSU Extension
Jan 31 - 9:00am @ OSU Extension

* At least one volunteer per club and all
volunteers who have not attended an in-person
training since 2023 are required in person

* Online options open in late February

¢ Club charter form, finance forms and audit
documentation is due at this meeting

+ Also open to committee members, camp
volunteers, shooting sports volunteers, etc.

Shooting Sports Volunteer Training

Feb 19 - 5:30pm @ OSU Extension

Due to space, this training is open only to shooting
sports instructors and volunteers. Others should call
Gwen before planning to attend. New shooting sports
volunteer applicants are also encouraged to attend.

Sandusky County
4-H Youth Development
sandusky.osu.edu
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2026 Important Dates

Ohio 4-H Conference
March 21, 2026

Jan 5 New Club Application Deadline

Jan 29 Club Volunteer Training, 6:30pm @ OSU Extension . .
Jan 31 Club Volunteer Training, 9:00am @ OSU Extension Th|§ Conferenc.e offers a wide
Jan 31 Club Financial Report and Audit Materials Due variety of sessions for

Feb 1 Returning Volunteer Enrollment Due volunteers and teens.

Feb 19 Shooting Sports Volunteer Training, 5:30pm @ OSUE

Mar 1 New Club Volunteer Applications Due Our 4-H Committee will cover
Mar 17 EquiSTEPS Equine Education, 6:30pm @OSU Ext. the fees for any current

Apr1 4-H Enrollment & Project Selection Deadline volunteer to attend this event.
Apr 27 EquiSTEPS Equine Education, 6:30pm @OSU Ext.

Apr 16 Livestock QA, 6:30pm @Vanguard Registration materials

May 11 Livestock QA, 6:30pm @Vanguard including session descriptions
May 31 Club QA Attendance Reports Due will be posted in January at:
Jun 21 State Fair Livestock Entries Due (online) by 1:00pm

Jun 26-29 4-H Camp @ Kelleys Island

https://ohio4h.org/events/ohio

Jul 7 Early Project Interview Judging, by appointment

Jul 14 Project Interview Judging, by appointment -4-h-conference
Jul 16 4-H Summer Showcase at Ole Zim's Wagon Shed

Jul 24 Cloverbud Fun Day @ Misty Meadows

Aug 24-30 Sandusky County Fair

Livestock QA Instructor Update

All Livestock QA Instructors are required to
complete training again for 2026, even if your
certification has not "expired."

This change is due to adoption of a new curriculum,
OH-QA. Instructors can also no longer use BQA
certification as a replacement for QA Assistant
Instructor training (however we can still count
in-person BQA training done by youth members).

Gwen will be reaching out to current instructors with
the training information (available online). If you are
interested in becoming an OH-QA Asst Instructor for
the first time, please contact Gwen at
soule.12@osu.edu or 419-334-6340.

Volunteer Role Changes

If you may have a change in roles happening in your
club, please reach out to Gwen at soule.12@osu.edu
or 419-334-6340 as soon as possible.

This would include someone changing from a general
resource volunteer to the organizational advisor, or to
a Cloverbud advisor. Role changes do require approval
from the 4-H Educator and may also require additional
training for that role.

New Volunteers

Now is the time to be recruiting, selecting and training
new volunteers for next year. The deadline for new
volunteers to apply for 2026 roles is March 1st. If you
have an emergency situation after that date, contact
Gwen.

Applications can be found online at
http://go.osu.edu/sch4nv or by contact the Extension
Office.



SANDUSKY COUNTY 4-H

2026 Club Audits

Financial Records to Include

Please include:
e Club Financial Summary
e Checkbook register
Monthly bank statements
Monthly balancing forms or reports
Invoices and/or receipts for each expense
- Consider taping smaller receipts to a larger page
- Be sure to note the purpose of each receipt (bake sale decorations, family picnic paper products, fair
booth supplies, items for goat barn decorations, etc.)
* A copy of receipts given for income
» Club minutes showing a motion to approve a budget and/or each expense
Approved budget (if your club uses this option instead of approving individual expenses)
Any other financial documentation needed to tell the story of funds coming into or leaving the club.

Please do not send
 Scrapbooks / Pictures
* News articles

e Social media posts

We appreciate these items being as organized as possible for our volunteers.

Tips for Organizing Records

We appreciate you organizing your records so that volunteers completing the audits can more easily find the
records needed. Below are a few tips for organizing financial records.

Storage Options

* Three-ring binders with different sections can work well for clubs with a small number of transactions.
» Storage file boxes are a good option for clubs whose transactions don't easily fit into a binder.

« If you are in need of a box or binder, please let us know. We usually have extras in the office.

» Please do not bring lose pages without a binder/container or other way to keep them together.

Organize by Month (preferred)

» Make a section for each month in a three ring binder, or a file folder / envelope for each month in your box.

* In each folder include the bank statement and all supporting documents for expenses and income (invoices,
receipts, minutes, etc.)

» Be sure to note the purpose of each receipt (bake sale decorations, family picnic paper products, fair booth
supplies, items for goat barn decorations, etc.)

Questions or Need Help? Call us at 419-334-6340

Sandusky County
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 4-H Youth Development
EXTENSION : sandusky.osu.edu




