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Sandusky County 4-H
Shooting Sports Volunteer Update

2026
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Agenda
• Welcome and Introductions

• Update Contact List

• 2026 Certification Training
• 4-H Enrollment
• 4-H Winning Plan
• OSU Youth Activities and Program Policy Training
• Grant Funds, Requests and Paperwork
• 2026 Schedule
• 4-H Camp Volunteers
• Outreach Opportunities – County Fair, Winter Wonderland, etc
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Introductions
Please share:

• Your name

• How long you have volunteered with 4-H Shooting Sports

• Your discipline area(s)

• What you enjoy most about volunteering with the program,
(of if you are new, what you are looking forward to)
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OSU Extension Staff
Contact Information

Office Phone: 419-334-6340
Website: sandusky.osu.edu

Emails:
4-H Educator Gwen Soule soule.12@osu.edu
4-H Program Assistant Kaytlyn Graver graver.26@osu.edu
OSUE Office Associate Abby Mccoy mccoy.910@osu.edu
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Volunteering with 4-H
Volunteers
• Assist instructors with assorted tasks as 

needed.

• Attendance / Check-In

• Support project book work

• Help with safety equipment

• Setup-tear down - you don’t even have 
to be a “volunteer” for this. 

• Volunteers are covered by OSU liability 
insurance. 

Instructors
• Instruct youth in shooting 

techniques

• Run the range

• Teach and enforce safety rules

• Support project book work

• Sign project books

• Instructors are also approved 
volunteers and covered by OSU 
liability insurance
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Volunteering with 4-H
Volunteers

• Age 19+

• Complete screening process 
(once)

• Completes annual 4-H training 
(every year)

• BCI Background check 
(first year AND every 4 years)

Instructors

• Age 21+

• Complete everything on the 
volunteer list.

• Complete 4-H Shooting Sports 
Certification Training at least 
once every 7 years
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Instructor Certification
• Weekend –long trainings in specific disciplines
• Cost is covered by 4-H Committee and/or grants
• Held at Ohio 4-H camps, including:

o Canter’s Cave
o Camp Palmer
o Camp Ohio

• Can be certified in as many disciplines as you want, but 
only one per weekend. Basic must be completed before 
advanced. 

• Requires recertification every 7 years.
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Instructor Re- Certification
• Attending the weekend long training for any discipline makes ALL your 

disciplines “current”

• The state office also offered a one-day option in January which had to be 
cancelled from weather. We have not heard if this may be rescheduled. 
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4-H Enrollment
• All returning volunteers need to re-enroll in 4HOnline.

• We also have paper forms available

Potential New Volunteers – See Gwen
There is an application process that includes:
1. Application
2. References
3. BCI Background Check
4. Interview
5. Orientation Training
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2026 Certification Opportunities
• Visit http://go.osu.edu/sscert for registration and other information.

• Registration for Spring Training at Canters Cave is open now. 
• April 24-26
• Registration 

• Registration is done online 
• Please mark that we are paying at the county by check.
• Please email Abby (mccoy.910@osu.edu) to let her know you registered.

• Note: You MUST be an approved volunteer before training. If you are 
new, start that process ASAP (tonight) as it can take 6-8 weeks.  
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4-H Policy 
Training and 
Updates
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4-H 
Winning
Plans 
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What is a Winning Plan?
The 4-H Winning Plan (4HWP) is a tailored, proactive accommodation plan 
developed by Ohio State University Extension professionals to ensure youth 
with disabilities can fully participate in 4-H projects, meetings, and activities. 
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Is it an IEP? 
• No, but its purpose is similar.

o Ensure youth with disabilities access to reasonable accommodations needs

• The legislation OSU is subject to as a secondary school (college) is different 
which affects the process, options, and requirements. 
o Schools – subject to IDEA and 504
o OSU uses 504 only

• Families are responsible for making requests

• IEP accommodations do not transfer directly to a 4HWP
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Who Needs One?
• Optional program, not required for anyone

• Youth with disabilities of any kind which require 
accommodations to fully participate.
o Physical 
o Sensory
o Intellectual / Developmental
o Mental Health  / Psychosocial
o Neurological
o Speech/Language
o Chronic Health / Other Health
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Accommodation Details
• Accommodations are tailored to specific youth needs

• Parents are responsible for identifying needs and making specific 
accommodation requests. 

• Accommodations should be designed to encourage independent 
participation (or the most independent participation possible)

• Specific requests are best, but flexibility may be needed. 
• “Needs help with reading” is less helpful than “He will need someone to read 

all answer options to him” or “She may need some answers read and will let
which ones she needs you to read.”  
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Process
1. 4-H parent/guardian submits request form to local Extension office.

o Request forms must be submitted in a time frame that is reasonable to consider the request and 
implement the approved accommodations. 

o Some requests take longer than others to implement, and it is beneficial to turn the form in as 
early as possible prior to the event. 

2. 4-H Educator and other staff/volunteers, if needed, will review request.
o Mary Ann for shooting sports

Timing of Requests is Critical

During Enrollment (March)
As soon as you know accommodations are needed

Accommodations made AT events are not reasonable 
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Process
3. Educator discusses needs with Parent/Guardian and member

o Short meeting by phone or in person
o Ensure understanding of needs/requests

4. Educator and/or state office determine reasonable accommodations

5. Extension sends notification of approved accommodations
o Project and Exhibition Accommodations Form
o 4-H Staff will sign and contact Jr Fair Partners, judges, etc. if needed
o Parents must sign and return a signed copy
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Process
6. Parent/Guardian communicates plan with others who need to know

o Share with advisors if needed
o Include information on camp health forms, etc. if needed.
o Attach a copy to project book

7. Review and renew plan annually. 
o Submit previous year plan with new year’s requests. 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION • OHIO 4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT • SANDUSKY COUNTY
20

Volunteer / Instructor Role
• Share information with parents if requested

• Work with parents and 4-H Educator to meet accommodations at club 
meetings and events if needed. 
• All shooting sports requests will be discussed with Mary Ann prior to approval for safety 

considerations

• Help families (especially new) understand what to expect at county events 
like practices, judging, camps, etc.  
• Be clear about expectations on Day 1
• As events approach, take a few minutes to explain how they work
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County Update
Questions?

Office Phone: 419-334-6340
Website: sandusky.osu.edu

Emails:
4-H Educator Gwen Soule soule.12@osu.edu
4-H Program Assistant Kaytlyn Graver graver.26@osu.edu
OSUE Office Associate Abby McCoy mccoy.910@osu.edu

21


