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Sandusky County 4-H
Club Volunteer Update

2026
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Agenda
• Distribute Enrollment Packets

• Welcome and Introductions

• Wrapping Up 2025

• Updates & Reminders for 2026

• Ohio 4-H Clover Awards

• Ohio 4-H Cloverbud Update

• Winning 4-H Plan

• Youth Activities and Program Policy Training
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Introductions
Please share:

• Your name

• Your club or program area
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2025 
Wrap-Up 
Items
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2025 Honor Clubs
Congratulations to:

• Clover Patch

• Crazy Clovers

• Projects Unlimited

• Riley Boosters

• Townsend Blue Ribbon Boys
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Milkshake Stand
Thank you for your help!

• Overall feedback was positive

• We are working on a way to fix the internet 
connection error

• We know that the order system needs 
tweaking

• Have more feedback? Call or email Gwen.
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Club Audits
• Records are due today

• Make arrangements to get them to us ASAP if you did not bring them

• We are meeting in about a month will do our best to get feedback to 
each club in March. 
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Updates & 
Reminders 
for 2026
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Club Forms and Advisor Enrollment
• Club Financial & Charter forms are due today

o Talk with Gwen or Abby if these are delayed for any reason
o We cannot allow youth to enroll without these submitted

• Advisors – Please enroll by January 31st  

o We cannot allow youth to enroll without at least two active volunteers
o Active means: 

 Enrolled
 Training done
 BCI Background Check done if due this year

o See Gwen if this is a challenge for you
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Enrollment Deadlines
• Enrollment Deadline – April 1

o Online enrollment is open through midnight
o Tech support is only available during office hours
o Outside those times, please email

(You might get lucky and catch one of us working after hours)

• Payment and Paperwork Deadline (for clubs) – April 16th

o Please pay with a club check
o Bring your completed enrollment packet forms

Our Handbook has a New Look!
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New and Updated Projects
• 101 – How the Herd Multiplies

• 117C – Carcass Steer (county project)

• 150DM - Market Duck (added late last year)

• 365 Self-Determined Idea Starters 
(Aquaculture, Fireflies, Construction, 
Needle Felting, No Sew Fun )

• 446 – Empowering Personal Finance

• 495 – Living on Your Own

• 527 – Paper Circuits

• 528 – Smart Circuits

• 594 – Knitting it Together 

• 616 – Water Matters

• 668 – Field Crops and Forages
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Discontinued Projects
• 351  - Staying Healthy

• 372 – Diversity: The Source of our Strength

• 518 – Wheels in Motion: Bicycle 2

• 527 – Magic of Electricity

• 528 – Investigating Electricity
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Junior Fair Deadlines

July 1st – Livestock QA Deadline

July 15th – Jr Fair Entry Deadline

Also Note:
• Tagging & Tattoo Dates
• Skillathon (required)
• Check-In & Weigh-in Times
• DUNF Forms (due on move-in day)

• Livestock Sale forms / deadlines
o Removing animals from sale
o Destination changes
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Jr Fair Updates/Changes
There have been some changes to class offerings by Jr Fair.

Please refer to Livestock Requirements Summary
• Rabbits – Added roaster class  (same project, different weights)
• Poultry – Market Ducks (were added late last year) 
• Beef – Carcass Steer (county project)
• Goats – Class entry limits clarified
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Skillathon

Thank you to those who sent constructive 
criticism and feedback! 

• Sunday, August 16, 2026, from 2pm-5pm

• Make-up options available Aug 17-21 
(must be scheduled by Aug 17)
Call OSU to schedule. 
o Make-up scores do not earn points for the Outstanding 

Exhibitor Contest
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Livestock QA
• Required for ALL projects with animals going to county or state fair, except 

for horses (they have a separate training).

• Due July 1st for County Fair - For State Fair, 45 Days before move in

• Club-Based QA (Due June 1st)

• County-wide programs offered in person -
o April 16 and May 11, 6:30pm at Vanguard

• Online course (YQCA) - Fee applies

• Other County or State Events (Beef Expo, Dairy Palooza, etc)

• Testing Out Option (Age 15+)
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Club-Based Livestock QA
• Requires a certified assistant instructor. 

o EVERYONE expires this year – New Curriculum
o Required to use the provided power point and activities
o Training online, email Gwen to register

• CHANGE - Minimum Group Size is 5 youth, prefer at least 8

• Deadline for completion is May 31st

• Attendance forms are due to Extension by June 1st

o Members MUST sign in. Attendance sign in must be signed by an 
instructor.

o Attendance does not count if they do not sign.  
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Note on Beef QA (BQA)
• We can only accept BQA training done in-person.

• BQA certification will say it lasts three years
o ODA says youth need to do QA every year
o We can only accept this if done since November 1st of 2025. 
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New 4-H Livestock Judging Team
Meets Wednesday Evenings
Open House this week had 22 Youth
Starts Feb 4th

• Open to all 4-H Project Member age youth who live in Sandusky County 
(or are 4-H members in Sandusky County)

• No prior judging experience required
• Classroom practices and farm visits/clinics
• Opportunity to check out practices before committing or paying
• Most practices will be Wednesdays (some farm visits may be other days)
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Equine Projects
• Members do NOT need to be in a designated horse club to take horse 

projects
o Families need to be self-motivated and organized to make this work! 
o Clubs may decide not to allow horse projects if they are uncomfortable with helping 

members navigate those projects, but “horse people” will also help. 

• Families/Members have participation requirements, which are outlined in the 
4-H Handbook and Equine Member Guidelines. 
o Equine Education Program (March 17, April 16)
o EquiSTEPS Training (changes for 2026)
o At least two county-based Educational Events with their horse
o Assistance with county-wide events such as horse show and fair. 
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Shooting Sports Program
• Shooting Sports Program Projects are all “700 series” projects

o Basic Archery and Safe Use of Guns are not shooting sports projects and will not be 
offered range time. 

• Shooting Sports projects require participation with certified instructors at 
the county-wide practices and cannot be completed at home on their own. 
o Books must show evidence of shooting practices and be signed by instructors for 

members to receive a grade at judging
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Shooting Sports Program
• Orientation / Kick Off Meetings 

o April 12 and April 13 (attend one)
o 6:30pm at the Sandusky County Sportsman’s Club II
o Every member is asked to attend with a parent
o Members who cannot attend need to meet with the coordinator before they can go the 

ranges on the first shooting night.

o Practices / Meetings
o Schedule shared at Orientation / Kick-Off
o Most are held on Monday evenings (exceptions for Living History and Hunting& 

Wildlife which may have other dates)
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4-H Apparel Sale
• Order link will be shared in February

• Orders will be open March 1-31

• Anticipated arrival of items in early May

• Club order and direct ship options 

• Club orders save shipping and tax

• Order link will be shared in February
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Food Service Training Update
• All volunteers and staff involved in food service for fundraisers or 

community service must complete training

• This now includes the Milkshake Stand 

• Bake sales are exempt due to Ohio Health Laws

• http://go.osu.edu/4hfoodservice

• Please send your confirmation of training to Abby and 
we will load it into your 4HOnline profile.
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Insurance Update
• 4-H Committee has been purchasing an Accident Insurance policy on all 

members for several years. 

• Beginning this year a state-wide policy will cover all members AND 
volunteers (yes, we still have to pay for it)

• Coverage Details:
• Up to $5,000 for accidents which occur at 4-H events (excluding transportation and overnight programs). 

Does not cover accidents at home while working on projects.

• Secondary – kicks in after your primary insurance

• Reimbursement Style – they do not pay bills direct

• Requires incident report to be filed with Extension (ASAP after incident, 3 business days)

COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL, AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCESOhio 4-H Cloverbud 
Curriculum and 
Resources

Ohio State University Extension is part of the College of Food, Agricultural, 
and Environmental Sciences at The Ohio State University.

go.osu.edu/cloverbuds
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PRIMARY 
RESOURCES

• This is the first choice for approved 4-H Cloverbud activities.  

• If other activities are used, please consult the county 4-H 

professional. 

OTHER 
RESOURCES

4-H Cloverbud 
Connections: 
Your Connection 
to Cloverbud 
Resources
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ADDITIONAL 
RESOURCES

Choose and Tell Cards

Clover Cubes

COUNTY 
SPECIFIC

Cloverbud Kits
• We also have ready made kits for Cloverbud Programs which 

meet curriculum requirements. 
• See Abby to reserve or view kits. 
• If these don’t see more use in 2026, they may be discontinued

County Review Required for:
• Activities involving any live animals
• Activities using tools which are not common school supplies for 

that age (will need to share supervision ratios)
• Activities offered at county-wide or public events (open houses, 

family days, etc.)
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Introducing the 
Ohio 4-H Clover Awards!

Youth Leadership & Civic Engagement Design Team

Ohio 4-H Clover Awards

New awards program that does not replace any other statewide awards, 
but does replace our county achievement program

Clover Awards’ Purpose:
To encourage 4-H members to engage in a variety of projects and activities, 
to enable members to refine their record keeping abilities, and to enhance 
their leadership skills. 

The Clover Awards program also is designed to recognize youth for their 
continued involvement and growth through the 4-H program.

https://go.osu.edu/OhioCloverAward 
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Five Levels of Achievement:

Members will set goals as they 
progress throughout their 4-H 
career.

Youth who are engaged in programs 
and can see a progression through 
the program are more likely to stay 
involved. 

https://go.osu.edu/OhioCloverAward 

Ohio 4-H Clover Awards- Task Overview

Task Categories:
Project Work
4-H Participation
Community Service/Citizenship
4-H Leadership: 
Education/Promotion
4-H Leadership: Office/Committee

Specific to Level 5/Emerald: 
4-H Resume (2-page max)
Cover Letter (1 page)
Video Submission (1-3 min.)

https://go.osu.edu/OhioCloverAward 
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Level 1- Award Form https://go.osu.edu/OhioCloverAward 

Level 5 - Award Form
Emerald Clover – submitted to State 4-H Office by December 1
Submit task document AND the following:
• 4-H Resume (no more than 2 pages). Resume should highlight 4-H experiences and related 

school and community involvement. 
• 1-page Cover Letter describing how you have grown throughout your 4-H journey and influenced 

your future plans. 
• Video Submission (1-3 minutes) describing your 4-H experience and how it has impacted you.

Review Process
• Members submit their Level 5 submission documents via Qualtrics survey by December 1
• 4-H professionals are asked to sign the form to ensure credibility
• Committee of 4-H Professionals will review submitted forms and score according to rubric. All 

that complete the requirements will receive the award (no limit).

Recognition
• Those that successfully complete will be notified in the new year and will be recognized on-stage 

at the Ohio 4-H Teen Award Luncheon at Ohio 4-H Conference and will receive a plaque, 
certificate, and 4-H branded usable item (padfolio, bag, etc.)

https://go.osu.edu/OhioCloverAward 
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Winning 
4-H 
Plans 
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What is a Winning 4-H Plan?
The Winning 4-H Plan (W4HP) is a tailored, proactive accommodation plan 
developed by Ohio State University Extension professionals to ensure youth 
with disabilities can fully participate in 4-H projects, meetings, and activities. 
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Is it an IEP? 
• No, but its purpose is similar.

o Ensure youth with disabilities access to reasonable accommodations needs

• The legislation OSU is subject to as a secondary school (college) is different 
which affects the process, options, and requirements. 
o Schools – subject to IDEA and 504
o OSU uses 504 only

• Families are responsible for making requests

• IEP accommodations do not transfer directly to a 4HWP
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Who Needs One?
• Optional program, not required for anyone

• Youth with disabilities of any kind which require 
accommodations to fully participate.
o Physical 
o Sensory
o Intellectual / Developmental
o Mental Health  / Psychosocial
o Neurological
o Speech/Language
o Chronic Health / Other Health

39
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Accommodation Details
• Accommodations are tailored to specific youth needs

• Parents are responsible for identifying needs and making specific 
accommodation requests. 

• Accommodations should be designed to encourage independent 
participation (or the most independent participation possible)

• Specific requests are best, but flexibility may be needed. 
• “Needs help with reading” is less helpful than “He will need someone to read 

all answer options to him” or “She may need some answers read and will let
which ones she needs you to read.”  
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Accommodation Details
• Consider each aspect of 4-H 

o Doing the Project Work activities, Writing in the Project Book, Creating items
o Judging Event / Skillathon – moving to stations, talking with judges, reading, etc.
o Other programs besides projects (Club activities, Cloverbud programs, Camp, etc) 

o If parents are new to the program, they may need help understanding 
typical program / project activities. 

• There is no “precedence” on accepting accommodation requests.
o What is approved for one youth is not automatically approved for another.
o Needs may change over time and therefore, accommodations may, too. 
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Process
1. 4-H parent/guardian submits request form to local Extension office.

o Request forms must be submitted in a time frame that is reasonable to consider the request and 
implement the approved accommodations. 

o Some requests take longer than others to implement, and it is beneficial to turn the form in as 
early as possible prior to the event. 

2. 4-H Educator and other staff, if needed, will review request.

Timing of Requests is Critical

During Enrollment (March)
As soon as you know accommodations are needed

Accommodations made AT events are not reasonable 
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Process
3. Educator discusses needs with Parent/Guardian and member

o Short meeting by phone or in person
o Ensure understanding of needs/requests

4. Educator and/or state office determine reasonable accommodations

5. Extension sends notification of approved accommodations
o Project and Exhibition Accommodations Form
o 4-H Staff will sign and contact Jr Fair Partners, judges, etc. if needed
o Parents must sign and return a signed copy
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Process
6. Parent/Guardian communicates plan with others who need to know

o Share with advisors if needed
o Include information on camp health forms, etc. if needed.
o Attach a copy to project book

7. Review and renew plan annually. 
o Submit previous year plan with new year’s requests. 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION • OHIO 4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT • SANDUSKY COUNTY
46

Volunteer’s Role
• Share the Winning 4-H Plan program information and where to get more 

information with ALL members during enrollment time.

• Help families (especially new) understand what to expect at county events 
like judging, camps, etc.  

• Encourage parents to reach out EARLY for any potential accommodation 
needs. 

• Work with parents and 4-H Educator to meet accommodations at club 
meetings and events if needed. 
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County Update
Questions?

Office Phone: 419-334-6340
Website: sandusky.osu.edu

Emails:
4-H Educator Gwen Soule soule.12@osu.edu
4-H Program Assistant Kaytlyn Graver graver.26@osu.edu
OSUE Office Associate Abby McCoy mccoy.910@osu.edu
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